My Three Years in America

could count upon the practical co-operation of German au-
thorities/ We think we may assume that our action meets the
wishes of the President.

" Please interpret it in any case in this sense to the President
and House.

" VON STUMM/'

To this telegram I replied as follows :

r

CIPHER TELEGRAM

Washington, isth December, 1916.
" In reply to Telegram No*

" Have carried out instructions with House, who is at present
staying at White House, I have not yet received answer from
Wilson, but it is generally believed here that he will strongly
support peace proposals*
Mr. Gerard, in a speech at a farewell dinner given to him
in New York, declared that Germany had won, and could not
be robbed of her victory. Although not published, this speech
attracted attention, especially as Mr, Gerard emphasized the
fact that he had reported to Mr, Wilson in, this sense/'
Before the Commission of the National Assembly I was asked
whether I had made an attempt to stand in the way of our
peace offer, lest it should interfere with Mr. Wilson's action.
I took no such steps, because I thought that I was faced with
a firm resolve of the Imperial Government, and because I did
not think that our peace offer would substantially compromise
Mr. Wilson's action.
It was also stated before the commission that I might have
helped my policy to prevail in Berlin if I had insisted on it more
strongly. With regard to this, I must say at once, that I did
not consider stronger influence on my side really called for,
as my instructions had always categorically laid down that I
was to encourage Mr. Wilson to take peace action. I had also
been informed that the Imperial Government would prefer
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